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Oak horses to commemorate battle

Plans by the Tewkesbury Battlefield Society for two 5m-high carved oak horses to commemorate the historic Battle of Tewkesbury in 1471 have been boosted with a grant from the Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum.

The horses will stand at the roundabout where Jubilee Way meets the A38 – and where historians believe the Yorkist army crested the hill for their first sight of the assembled Lancastrians. They will be carved by local artist Phil Bews using Gloucestershire oak.
“We wanted a substantial and imaginative piece of public art to commemorate those who fought, and died, over 500 years ago,” said Steven Goodchild, Chairman of the Battlefield Society.

“We’re delighted the Forum has agreed to grant us £1,500 to help pay for these magnificent oak horses which will raise the profile of the town nationally and encourage tourism, boosting the economy of the town. We’ve been thrilled at the support the appeal has had – we’re averaging about £2,000 a week at the moment, though there’s still a long way to go. It seems to have really captured people’s imaginations.”
The hunt for gnarly tops of felled oak trees for the artist to use is still on, but organisers are hoping the first horse will be completed in time for the town’s Medieval Fair in June.

For more information, visit www.tewkesbury.org.uk/battlefield/
Tewkesbury is a member of the Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum (GMTF) and as such can apply for grants from the Forum’s Development Fund or practical, expert advice through its Technical Assistance scheme. For more details, see www.glosmtf.org.uk .
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Tewkesbury Battlefield Society: 
Contact Steven Goodchild 01684 294939 www.tewkesbury.org.uk/battlefield/
Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum:

GMTF is a membership organisation of the county's rural towns and large parishes, offering its members networking, support and funding through its Development Fund and Technical Assistance schemes, to help regenerate their communities. For more information, contact 
Forum chair, Pearl Stokes on 01452 712058 or pearl.stokes@ukgateway.net
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