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December 2011
Wotton youth project receives £1,500 from GMTF Development Fund

The latest recipient of Development Funding is Wotton-under-Edge’s Youth Liaison Group. 

With the closure of the town’s Youth Centre, owned by Gloucestershire County Council and the loss of the County Council Youth Service, the Liaison Group has been working with the Youth Forum and Wotton-under-Edge Town Council (also acting for Wotton-under-Edge Town Trust), to provide an alternative premises for a youth base and youth workers. 

The plan is to convert the former Police Station into a modern youth centre for both drop-in provision, as well as a base for young people’s support services. 
There will be an internet café area, lounge and TV room, music/DJ room, art space, pool table, outdoor area for ball games and other external activities. Essential facilities include an office for confidential work and administration, toilets, internal and external security including the erection of visible boundaries.

Although the new facilities will cost more than £60,000, up to £50,000 will come from Gloucestershire County Council’s ‘Big Community’ offer – part proceeds from the sale of the building - so GMTF’s contribution is a major contribution to the shortfall. 
“This local project is really firing people’s enthusiasm and we are getting a lot of support, but the £1,500 from GMTF was particularly welcomed,” said June Cordwell, secretary of the Youth Liaison Group. Other fundraising efforts include a wonderful community video and song ‘Meet Me in Winter’ by local musician Katie Elliott http://www.meetmeinwinter.org/ .
Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum members across Gloucestershire can apply for a grant from the Forum’s Development Fund or for practical, expert advice through its Technical Assistance scheme. For more details, see www.glosmtf.org.uk .

GMTF is a membership organisation of the county's rural towns and large parishes, offering its members networking, support and funding through its Development Fund and Technical Assistance schemes, to help regenerate their rural communities. For more information, contact 
Forum chair, Pearl Stokes on 01452 712058 or pearl.stokes@ukgateway.net
ends
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