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New foodie festival gets first TLC grant

The first-ever Fairford and Lechlade Food and Drink Festival has received a mouth-watering £1,700 boost from the county's recently-launched Trade Local Campaign, funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the Economic Taskforce. 

As a result, Festival organisers Fairford and Lechlade Business Club can turn up the heat on their plans for a host of foodie events starting in Lechlade Market Place on Sunday May 2 and culminating in Fairford Market Place over a month later.

"We were pleased and grateful to hear that we had been successful in receiving funding from the Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign," said Chris Roberts from the Business Club. "Stalls for the Festival are selling like hot cakes!"

 

The £1,700 grant for the festival was the first-ever out of the county's new Trade Local Campaign (TLC) funding pot, which is managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses.  So far, around 50 inquiries about applying for TLC funding have been received from town and parish councils, business groups and others. 

Cllr Will Windsor Clive, cabinet member for economic development at Gloucestershire County Council, said: "This is an excellent example of why we agreed to fund this campaign. Events like this Festival will help promote local food and local trade at the same time as attracting people to the area. 
"The fact that 50 enquiries about the Trade Local Campaign grants have already been received is fantastic, it really shows that people are interested in supporting their communities and doing their bit to boost the local economy."
The Food and Drink Festival will also celebrate the 800th anniversary of Lechlade's Market charter, granted by King John on May 1 1210. 

Local celebrity, Kate Moss, will make a guest appearance at Lechlade Market on May 2, while the Cotswold Chef, Rob Rees will stage a cookery demonstration in Fairford on June 6. During the month in between, there will be a series of events taking place in-house in the bars, restaurants and cafés in the two historic market towns. 

For more information about the Festival, visit http://www.fairford-lechladefoodanddrink.co.uk/
For more information about the Trade Local Campaign, visit www.glosfirst.co.uk 
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Notes to editors:

The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce. The Campaign is managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses. For more information about the Campaign, visit www.glosfirst.co.uk 
Contacts:

· Cllr Will Windsor Clive, cabinet member for economic development at Gloucestershire County Council: Lisa Bonnell, 01452 425226 

· David Owen, chief executive of Gloucestershire First which manages the county's Economic Taskforce: 07817 294634 
· Terry Morgan, Regional Secretary of the Federation of Small Businesses: 01453 753192 or 07703 238205 
