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Funding to help set the Christmas tills a-ringing in Cotswold town

Shopkeepers and businesses in Bourton on the Water are putting the finishing touches to exciting plans for a new-style Christmas Market on Friday December 3, hoping it will set the tills a-ringing.

The traditional Victorian-style celebrations have received a welcome £2,000 boost from the Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign, funded by the County Council through the Economic Taskforce.

David Lankester from the town's Chamber of Commerce and Business Club says traders wanted a new approach to the seasonal celebrations in the town because previous events which centred on a funfair had not actually done much for business.

"People tended to spend all their money on the helter-skelter and ferris wheel, with nothing left to buy their Christmas gifts, so we have planned a more traditional Victorian-style evening with the local shopkeepers entering into the true spirit of the season."

"We're planning a wide range of free attractions and entertainment on a Victorian theme, a complimentary gift wrapping service, penny farthing riding, Punch & Judy, a Barrell Organ, carol singing. a band and even fake snow, with Christmas lights and a giant Christmas tree in the river. We've used the £2,000 from the Trade Local Campaign to really put on a show which we hope will bring in shoppers of all ages."

 

Santa will turn on the lights at 6pm on December 3 to launch the festivities and traders will be in Victorian costumes to get into the spirit of the occasion. There will be free stalls for local charity groups.

"We've brought a lot of different groups together including the Lions Club, Rotary and the WI, so it's a real community effort and we're looking forward to a fantastic event. We're hoping the evening will not only set the cash tills ringing but will bring the shopkeepers closer together with local residents, so we can work together for the benefit of the town," said David.

Terry Morgan from the Federation of Small Businesses said: "As an enthusiastic supporter of the Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign from the outset, the FSB is encouraged by the plans for the Bourton event and also the range of ideas from other towns. We look forward to the feedback in due course. 

"In the present economic climate, though, the big challenge will be to keep local ventures going after funds are used up, by finding ingenious ways to become self-financing!"

Market towns across the county are being urged to apply for Trade Local Campaign grants of up to £2,000 for their own 'shop and trade local' events. 

The Campaign has already supported innovative projects including the Fairford and Lechlade Food and Drink Festival, the Forest of Dean's Spring Showcase, Cirencester Chamber of Commerce's new web presence, the Creative Campden arts and crafts event, Tetbury's Christmas event and a local trade directory in Chipping Campden. Other projects in Lydney, Winchcombe and Chipping Campden are in the pipeline.  

The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce, managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses. For more information about the Campaign, and how to apply, visit http://www.glosmtf.org.uk/funding.aspx  
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Notes to editors:

The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce. The Campaign is managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses. For more information about the Campaign, visit http://www.glosmtf.org.uk/funding.aspx.

Contacts:

· David Lankester, Bourton on the Water Chamber of Commerce and Business Club, 07857 758780 
· Trade Local Campaign: Dan Judges, 01242 864144 
· Terry Morgan, Federation of Small Businesses, 07703 238205 
· Cllr Chas Fellows, Gloucestershire County Council’s Cabinet member for environment and economy: Lisa Bonnell, 01452 425226 

