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Website plans will boost 'shop and trade local' message in Cirencester
A campaign launched by Cirencester Chamber of Commerce in partnership with 'Our Future Cirencester' to raise the profile of the town's services, shops and businesses, has received a £2,000 Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign grant.

The money will be used to help develop a new online business and shoppers' database as part of a raft of activities including a new town magazine and events to encourage more people to 'shop and trade local'. The new database will be hosted by Cirencester Town Council's website, strengthening links between the business community and the local council.

"The campaign arose from 'Our Future Cirencester' community plan which showed local people want to support local businesses, that businesses want to be supported by local suppliers and that small independent shops are a key part of the town’s identity," said Jonathan Davies of Cirencester Chamber of Commerce.

"Without the £2,000 from the Trade Local Campaign we would not have been able to get the match-funding needed for the whole programme," he added. "It’s vital to us because the last year of economic uncertainty has been challenging. The Town Council's new website is going to become the premier website for Cirencester and with the database being linked to it, we will be able to ensure local people are aware of what products and services they can purchase right on their own doorstep. 

"It is essential that businesses and the local community work together to raise the profile of what Cirencester has to offer: we are competing with many larger towns for business and we need to make a concerted effort to make sure the local and wider community knows what's available in and around Cirencester."  

The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce, managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses. For more information about the Campaign, and how to apply, visit http://www.glosmtf.org.uk/links.aspx#TLC or call Dan Judges 01242 864144.
Cllr Chas Fellows, Gloucestershire County Council's Cabinet Member for Economy and Environment, said: "This scheme is about getting more people to buy and trade locally. Working with Gloucestershire First we are committed to protecting local jobs and boosting regeneration."
The new database will help put residents and businesses in touch with each other, listing  tradesmen, retailers, suppliers and other businesses in the area and will also be used to encourage better communications between local businesses and the community and town council. 

"We'll be better able to actively involve people through straw polls – for example what they think about parking charges, or the future development of the town centre," added Jonathan. "It’s important that all sections of the community get more involved and that means encouraging more interaction.

Four projects – Fairford and Lechlade Food and Drink Festival, the Forest of Dean's Spring Showcase, the new Shop In Stroud website and Cirencester Chamber of Commerce's new web presence - have so far received funding through the Trade Local Campaign funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce. Three more innovative community initiatives are in the pipeline to receive up to £2,000 each from TLC.
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Notes to editors:
The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce. The Campaign is managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses. For more information about the Campaign, and how to apply, visit http://www.glosmtf.org.uk/links.aspx#TLC or call Dan Judges 01242 864144.
Contacts:
· Jonathan Davies,  Vice President, Cirencester Chamber of Commerce: 01285 642414
· Andrew Tubb, Chief Executive and Town Clerk, Cirencester Town Council: 01285 655646
· Cllr Chas Fellows, cabinet member for economy and environment, Gloucestershire County Council: Lisa Bonnell, 01452 425226 

· David Owen, chief executive of Gloucestershire First which manages the county's Economic Taskforce: 07817 294634 
· Terry Morgan, Regional Secretary of the Federation of Small Businesses: 01453 753192 or 07703 238205 
