Tetbury's winter wonderland plans receive £2,000 grant

Plans by traders in Tetbury to boost business over the Christmas season are all a-glow thanks to a £2,000 grant from the Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign.

Working closely with the Town Council and community organisations including the Lions Club and Tetbury in Bloom, the town's Chamber of Commerce and Industry has launched a campaign of seasonal activities and celebration leading up to Christmas to draw more shoppers into the town. 

At the heart of the plans is to create a ‘winter wonderland’ feel in Tetbury with as many of the shops and businesses as possible having Christmas trees adorning their premises. These will be lit with a co-ordinated display of white lights, a theme which will be continued in the shop windows. 

"We're planning a real 'wow' factor this year with our winter wonderland, thanks to the £2,000 Trade Local Campaign grant funded by the county council," said the Chamber's Chairman, Kathryn Limoi. "We're offering all the local shops a tree and lights package, which we will put up for them, and take down, so we do the work and they benefit from being part of a spectacular display!

"We're keen to encourage the people who flock to the Enchanted Woods at Westonbirt to come into Tetbury en route and visit the fantastic range of wonderful shops we have here in the town. We must capitalise on this passing trade to keep our town alive and kicking all year round," added Kathryn.

The Feoffees of Tetbury in association with Cotswold District Council have ensured there will be free parking in The Chipping Car Park in Tetbury from noon-6pm on the Fridays and Saturdays December 10/11, 17/18 and on Christmas Eve. 

The organisers have also published a four-page 'what's on' programme, highlighting events involving a host of local groups. There will be something for everyone during the lead-up to Christmas including performances by Westonbirt School Samba Band, choirs and orchestras from other local schools including Sir William Romneys, St Marys Primary School and Leighterton Primary School, a Treasure Trail, Santa's Grotto and several late night shopping opportunities.

Market towns across the county are being urged to apply for Trade Local Campaign grants of up to £2,000 for their own 'shop and trade local' events. 

The Campaign has already supported innovative projects including the Fairford and Lechlade Food and Drink Festival, the Forest of Dean's Spring Showcase, Cirencester Chamber of Commerce's new web presence, the Creative Campden arts and crafts event, Bourton on the Water's Christmas event and a local trade directory in Chipping Campden. Other projects in the Forest of Dean, Winchcombe and Chipping Campden are in the pipeline.  

The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce, managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses. For more information about the Campaign, and how to apply, visit http://www.glosmtf.org.uk/funding.aspx  
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Notes to editors:

The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce. The Campaign is managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses. For more information about the Campaign, visit http://www.glosmtf.org.uk/funding.aspx.

Contacts:

· Kathryn Limoi, Tetbury Chamber of Commerce and Industry 07885 106717 
· Trade Local Campaign: James Lloyd 01242 864149 
· Terry Morgan, Federation of Small Businesses, 07703 238205 
· Cllr Chas Fellows, Gloucestershire County Council’s Cabinet member for environment and economy: Lisa Bonnell, 01452 425226 

