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New Spring Showcase receives TLC grant

Organisers of the new Spring Showcase Food Festival to be held on Bank Holiday Monday May 31 in the Forest of Dean are celebrating a £2,000 grant from the Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign.

The food festival at Taurus Crafts will involve at least 30 local food producers, helping them raise their profile, show off their products, and reach new customers. 

Based on the annual Forest Showcase held at Beechenhurst in October, the new Spring Showcase Food Festival will celebrate a wide range of different seasonal products including honey, ice creams, cider and beers, chocolates and cheeses in a Farmers' Market marquee.

Organiser Amanda Smith said: "We were delighted to receive the Trade Local Campaign grant which is essential to us to help promote the event more widely and to put on workshops to attract more visitors." 

Terry Morgan from the Federation of Small Businesses, which is supporting the Trade Local Campaign, said: "This event perfectly illustrates the aim of the Campaign to boost the local economy by supporting local traders and encouraging new visitors to the area, bringing in tourism and increasing visitor spend. The combined effect of buying local and the benefits of business networking will, we hope, lead to more local trading and procurement." 

Top chef Rob Rees MBE will be among chefs giving inspiring demonstrations and Mario Constantinides from the Miners Arms, Whitecroft, winner of Pub of the Year Award and Runner Up to Restaurant of the Year in the Forester Business Awards 2010, will be showing how to cook his speciality Greek dishes. 

Talks and demonstrations will also feature venison from Lydney Park estate and lots of food tasting. The event will also feature family friendly activities and opportunities to explore Lydney Park gardens and the Model Village.

The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council, managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses.  The Campaign is looking to encourage local business groups to work together with town and parish councils and other organisations to promote the 'buy and trade local' approach. Potential applicants should visit www.glosfirst.co.uk to find out more.

For more information about the Festival, visit http://www.forestshowcase.org/ 

For more information about the Trade Local Campaign, visit www.glosfirst.co.uk 

ends

Notes to editors:

The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce. The Campaign is managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses. For more information about the Campaign, visit www.glosfirst.co.uk.

The Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum is a membership organisation of the county's rural towns and large parishes, offering networking, support and funding to help regenerate rural communities. Member communities are Chipping Campden, Churchdown, Cinderford, Cirencester, Coleford, Fairford, Lechlade, Nailsworth, Newent, Northleach, Stonehouse, Stow-on-the-Wold, Tetbury, Tewkesbury, Winchcombe and Wotton-under-Edge.
Contacts:

· Amanda Smith, Spring Showcase Food Festival organiser: 01594 839143 
· Cllr Will Windsor Clive, cabinet member for economic development at Gloucestershire County Council: Lisa Bonnell, 01452 425226 

· David Owen, chief executive of Gloucestershire First which manages the county's Economic Taskforce: 07817 294634 
· Terry Morgan, Regional Secretary of the Federation of Small Businesses: 01453 753192 or 07703 238205 
