Traders' website success

The new Shop In Stroud website is already helping spread the word about what the town's traders can offer, with 1,400 'click throughs' to the websites of local businesses since www.shopinstroud.com was launched in June.
The website, run by the town's Chamber of Commerce and Trade, received a £2,000 grant from the Trade Local Campaign funded by Gloucestershire County Council. The grant meant the Chamber was able to make the website much more interactive for shoppers, with links to local businesses, information about special offers such as the evolving Stroud Rewards scheme set up by traders, and to stimulate and create a legacy of local trading.
Local photographer and picture framer Owen Kirton is delighted with the new website. According to the Shop In Stroud website statistics, around 40 people have clicked through to his website from his Shop In Stroud entry, and 26 have sent emails.

"I have definitely had an increase in email enquiries since the website was launched – anything which can promote local businesses is an excellent idea," he said.

The Chamber worked with Stroud Town Council and the District Council to develop the site and create street banners to highlight the range of goods and services on offer locally. 

Chamber Chairman Carole Garfield said: "There have been 1,400 'click throughs' from the Shop In Stroud website to the websites of local traders since the launch."
Pearl Stokes, chairman of Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum which manages the Trade Local Campaign, said: "Bringing a Chamber of Commerce and Trade together with a Town and District Council to work on shared solutions to boost local trading conditions is at the heart of the Trade Local Campaign. We wish them all the very best."

Market towns across the county are being urged to apply for Trade Local Campaign grants of up to £2,000 for their own 'shop and trade local' events. 

The Campaign has already supported innovative projects including the Fairford and Lechlade Food and Drink Festival, the Forest of Dean's Spring Showcase, Cirencester Chamber of Commerce's new web presence and the Creative Campden arts and crafts event and other projects in Lydney, Bourton-on-the-Water and Tetbury are in the pipeline.  

The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce, managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses. For more information about the Campaign, and how to apply, visit http://www.glosmtf.org.uk/funding.aspx  or call Dan Judges 01242 864144.

Notes to editors:

The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce. The Campaign is managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses. For more information about the Campaign, visit http://www.glosmtf.org.uk/funding.aspx.

Contacts:

· Carole Garfield, Stroud Chamber of Commerce and Trade: 07776 144033 
· Trade Local Campaign, Dan Judges, 01242 864144
· Shop in Stroud website: www.shopinstroud.com
· Cllr Chas Fellows, Gloucestershire County Council’s Cabinet member for environment and economy: Lisa Bonnell, 01452 425226 

