Press release from Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign

New route for walkers to boost rural economy

A Cotswold town is hoping a new 40-mile circular walking route called the Winchcombe Way will help boost the local economy by attracting more visitors.

Winchcombe Walkers are Welcome (WWaW) successfully applied for a £2,000 grant from the Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign to help create the new route, planned to open this Spring. 

Sue Sturgeon from WWaW said: "The walk will pass through Winchcombe and the surrounding villages thereby bringing trade into the area. Visitors will be encouraged to stay locally and shop locally.  

"Although the town is a centre for walkers, a long distance walking route is being diverted away from Winchcombe by Worcestershire County Council so we needed to bring more walkers into the town and surrounding areas which would be beneficial to the local economy."

Winchcombe's economy is fragile, added Sue:"In recent months, the town has lost a greengrocer, B&B, and retail shop, with another announcing they are moving out. Other news includes the anticipated closure of the nearby Dumbleton village shop, with the Alderton shop trying hard to survive." 

The Trade Local Campaign funding will help with the route way-marking, producing a guide (with route, maps and services), distribution of the guides and marketing. 

Peal Stokes of the Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum which is managing the Trade Local Campaign said: "I'm delighted we're supporting this new walking route. Winchcombe is the hidden jewel in the Cotswolds with the Cotswold Way and the lovely villages surrounding it. Now, thanks to Winchombe Walkers, people will discover even more." 
Winchcombe Walkers will be working closely with retailers and the Winchcombe Business Forum to put together marketing packages to encourage people to spend money in the town. 

Sue added: "Once the walk becomes live we will work closely with the Retail Support Officer and the business community to look at special promotions to market the walk and to link it to retail projects. We are also working closely with the Borough Council’s Economic Development and Tourism Team to promote Winchcombe as a walking centre."

The estimated 2,000 way-markers on posts and stiles along the Winchcombe Way will have the www.winchcombewelcomeswalkers.com website address to help publicise useful information for visitors. The new walking route will be officially launched during Winchcombe's second annual Walking Festival on Saturday May 21.

The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce, managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses. James Lloyd from Gloucestershire First said: "We are keen to receive more proposals which aim to draw in greater levels of business to our rural towns and larger villages with the support of the community as soon as possible."

For more information about the Campaign, and how to apply, visit http://www.glosmtf.org.uk/funding.aspx  
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· The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council through the county's Economic Taskforce. The Campaign is managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses. For more information about the Campaign, contact James Lloyd on 01242 864149 or visit http://www.glosmtf.org.uk/funding.aspx.

· Winchcombe Walkers are Welcome: For more information, contact Sue Sturgeon 0766693531 or Sheila and Robert Talbot 01242 602325.

The first guided walk to introduce locals to the route will be at 10 am on Sunday April 10, starting from Back Lane Car Park. The walk will be led by Robert Talbot, Secretary of Winchcombe Walkers are Welcome and a Cotswold Voluntary Warden. The official launch will take place during Winchcombe's second annual Walking Festival - at 9 am on Saturday May 21 May on Abbey Terrace, Winchcombe, followed by a guided walk as part of the festival.

