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Forum 'Look and Learn' visit to award-winning 'eco town' June 17th 

The Forum has organised one of its popular 'Look and Learn' visits on June 17 to Faringdon, just over the border in Oxfordshire, from 3pm to 7.45pm. 

Faringdon won the prestigious National Market Towns Award 2009 for its innovative ECOWEEK project aimed at moving the town towards a smaller and more sustainable carbon footprint. Organisers are keen to share their knowledge and experiences with Gloucestershire's market towns at this fascinating Look and Learn visit.

More than 2,000 people enjoyed 33 separate low-carbon events during the Faringdon ECOWEEK this time last year, from visits to hi-tech plasma waste facilities to tours of low-tech allotments. The local community ate ecoburgers, cycled into the summer solstice, and even broke a world record for hugging a wind turbine along the way! ECOWEEK involved the whole community – from birdwatchers right through to bread-baking watermill lovers.


The Forum has organised a visit to Faringdon to meet the organisers during their ECOWEEK 2010 event. 


The venue is Friars Court Farm, Clanfield, near Faringdon, by the kindness of John Willmer OBE and Charles Willmer and GMTF visitors will have the chance to enjoy the grounds and farm. 

The Forum has organised a mini bus which will travel from Coleford (at 10.30 am) through Cinderford, Newent and Tewkesbury then to Churchdown, then along the A417 via Cirencester and Fairford to the venue – with a lunch break en route. People wanting to travel from other areas of Gloucestershire are encouraged to car share. 
For a map see: http://www.friarscourt.com/index2.php?p=contactus. 
Directions: From Cirencester, take the A417 through Lechlade centre, but just before passing over the River Thames at the Trout Pub, turn off left, signposted to Kelmscot and Clanfield.  Drive along this road until you meet the Faringdon to Radcot/Clanfield road (you are a little north of the River Thames all the way).Turn left towards Clanfield; Friars Court Farm will be well signposted on your right hand side before coming to the village. The return journey back from Faringdon will start at 7.45pm. 

Contact Janet Marrott marrott@tiscali.co.uk to book your place on the minibus, or for more details. 


The next Look and Learn visit will be on August 4th to Ledbury to see what a great job they have made of the conversion of the old Community Hospital into working units. It is hoped that we will be able to combine this visit with one that shows how other Councils can deal with Asset Purchase and Management.

( BACK TO TOP
Coleford to show off new community enterprise centre at Networking event, July 29
A brand new, state-of-the-art community facility is the venue for the Forum’s next networking meeting. Delegates from across Gloucestershire will get the chance to look over The Main Place community enterprise centre in Coleford, Forest of Dean.


The building, which opened earlier this year, also includes the town’s public library, a youth section, a unit catering for special needs, solar panels to supply some of the power and flexible accommodation to facilitate varying numbers of hirers.


The theme for the meeting on July 14 is “Sustainability”, and there will be general discussion about recent initiatives. The Forum is also hoping to receive reports from projects that have been allowed Development Fund grants over the past year or so and to get the latest news on the new web site.

All are welcome to this networking event which is always a useful opportunity to learn from other market towns across Gloucestershire.


Date: Thursday July 29 1010

Time: Start: 5.30pm, finish: 8.30pm

Place: The Main Place, Coleford, Forest of Dean GL16 8RH. Visit www.main-place.org.uk for a map.
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Forum members urged to apply for Forum Development Fund & Technical Assistance

Membership of the Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum brings with it many benefits, from networking and learning from others to the chance to apply for grants from the Forum Development Fund and professional expertise through the Technical Advice programme. 


Recently, the Forum Board voted to continue with the successful Development Fund which gives quick turnaround grants of up to £2,000 to the Forum's 16 member communities across Gloucestershire to help them develop local projects.


Forum chairman Pearl Stokes from Churchdown said: "One of the many benefits of joining the Forum is access to this Fund which has proved extremely useful to many communities over the years. We were pleased to agree to continue this important fund valued at £15,000 for 2010-2011."


Projects which have received funding over the past 18 months include Stonehouse Regeneration Partnership's plans for walking and cycling leaflets to encourage people to travel into the town but leaving their cars at home, Wotton under Edge's CCTV system, Fairford and Lechlade Business Club, Winchcombe Walking Festival and its Day Centre's minibus, North Cotswold Community radio, Chipping Campden's community website and the Churchdown Players.


The Forum's member communities can also access 15 hours of specialist Technical Advice and support from community development experts.


For more information, contact Forum chair Pearl Stokes pearl.stokes@ukgateway.net
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New Forest of Dean Food Festival receives TLC grant

Organisers of the new Spring Showcase Food Festival to be held on Bank Holiday Monday May 31 in the Forest of Dean are celebrating a £2,000 grant from the Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign.


The food festival at Taurus Crafts will involve at least 30 local food producers, helping them raise their profile, show off their products, and reach new customers. 


Based on the annual Forest Showcase held at Beechenhurst in October, the new Spring Showcase Food Festival will celebrate a wide range of different seasonal products including honey, ice creams, cider and beers, chocolates and cheeses in a Farmers' Market marquee.


Organiser Amanda Smith said: "We were delighted to receive the Trade Local Campaign grant which is essential to us to help promote the event more widely and to put on workshops to attract more visitors." 


Terry Morgan from the Federation of Small Businesses, which is supporting the Trade Local Campaign, said: "This event perfectly illustrates the aim of the Campaign to boost the local economy by supporting local traders and encouraging new visitors to the area, bringing in tourism and increasing visitor spend. The combined effect of buying local and the benefits of business networking will, we hope, lead to more local trading and procurement." 


The Gloucestershire Trade Local Campaign is funded by Gloucestershire County Council, managed by Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and supported by Gloucestershire First and the Federation of Small Businesses.  The Campaign is looking to encourage local business groups to work together with town and parish councils and other organisations to promote the 'buy and trade local' approach. Potential applicants should visit www.glosfirst.co.uk to find out more.

· For more information about the Festival, visit http://www.forestshowcase.org/ 
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Development Co-ordinator needed for Coleford

As a result of a successful application for funding to the Rural Development Programme for England (through the South West Regional Development Agency) the Coleford Area MCTI Partnership is advertising for a Development Co-ordinator.


This is an exciting opportunity to work in the new Coleford Community Enterprise Centre within The Main Place, Old Station Way, Coleford. Applications are sought for a self-employed Development Co-ordinator to work within the Community Enterprise Centre which seeks to establish itself as a sustainable operation. The contract is renewable of a period of three years dependent upon performance

For more information contact Coleford Area MCTI Partnership on info@coleford-area.org.uk
For more information about 'Making a CASE. Making it happen,' the facilitation and support service for RDPE Community and Social Enterprise, visit www.swan-network.org.uk. 
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Gloucestershire Social Enterprise Survey Results Announced

The 2010 countywide social enterprise sector study has now been completed and the results are available to download by visiting www.secglos.org.uk. The survey gives much needed market intelligence ranging from which sectors our social economy is operating in to the number of volunteers involved in generating trading income.
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Understanding Islam

On June 1 and for the following five Tuesdays, a free course looking at the religion of Islam and muslims in Gloucester, the UK and globally, will be held at the Friendship Cafe, Barton Street, Gloucester GL1 4HR. The course will benefit anyone wanting to get a better understanding of Islam and religious practices. For more information or to register, contact Muhammad Martin on ummati1@blueyonder.co.uk or 07907 856704
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Somerset Market Towns Forum event June 16th

Whether we’re in a recession or not, supporting local trade will continue to be important for our market towns. This event aims to share the recent interventions that have worked and why, and those that have not, so that all can learn from these experiences. 
Time: 4pm United Reform Church meeting rooms, Fore Street, Wellington, TA21 8AQ. 6.30pm finish. To book your place, contact Matt Day at matt@somersetrcc.org.uk or phone on 01458 252005 or 07983 451797. Cost £10.
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Memento Gifts of Newent receives business award

Memento Gifts of Newent has been awarded Highly Commended in the Retailer of the Year sector at The Forester Business Awards. The shop at 29 Broad St Newent now retails work for more than 40 local artists and craft makers who supply Memento with unique hand-made designs that you won’t find in the chain stores. The shop is the only outlet in north Gloucestershire to display so much local creativity, ranging from jewellery and textiles through prints and paintings to mirrors and woodcarving. Commissions are welcome. Memento also keeps a well-stocked spinner of tourism leaflets and acts as a ticket office for local events.

“We’re very pleased to have been recognised for supporting local initiative” says Memento Gifts’ owner Lynn Ashton. “It indicates how much the Newent area is becoming a hub for creative arts and crafts”. 
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2010 Transition Network Conference  
FRI 11th JUNE (7.30pm) to MON 14th JUNE (1pm) (Tickets £130 )
Seale Hayne near Newton Abbott, Devon. http://www.transitionnetwork.org/conference-2010-uk
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Transition Chepstow visit to Agroforestry Research Trust June 26
Transition Chepstow is organising a visit to the Agroforestry Research Trust, near Totnes in Devon,the nationally renowned centre for ‘forest gardening’ – an innovative approach combining trees, fruiting shrubs and herbaceous food plants together on the same site to maximise crop production.  This approach can be applied on a garden scale as well as to large sites such as farms. For more information visit: http://www.agroforestry.co.uk/agover.html To reserve your place contact Marc Carlton foxleas@phonecoop.coop. 
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Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

The Community Infrastructure Levy is a voluntary mechanism that allows local authorities in England and Wales to levy a standard charge on most types of new development, to fund the infrastructure needed to support development in their area. CIL has been designed to replace the current system of planning obligations. The Regulations governing CIL came into force on 06 April 2010. Read a summary about the CIL here...
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/england/professionals/news/archive/2010/feb2010/2010_02_week_3/
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Creating Excellence Rewards 2010 - regeneration and sustainable communities' awards – deadline extended to May 28
The Rewards 2010 programme aims to celebrate the achievements of projects in the region, since 2008, where excellent work and outstanding results have helped communities and improved people's lives.


Previous winners included Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership (CSEP), West Cornwall Migrant Worker Action Group and Beyond the Immediate, a report on the needs of the over 50s in Wiltshire. 


Creating Excellence now invites submissions from across the south west from public, private, voluntary and community sectors. For further information on the Rewards, including criteria, eligibility and application procedure, visit http://www.creatingexcellence.org.uk/ceimages/REWARDS2010.pdf 
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GRANTS NEWS

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation - small grants programme for community projects 

The Esmee Fairbairn Foundation supports and strengthens small community organisations operating in rural areas and market and coastal towns of the South West Region. The focus will be on activities that enable people from diverse backgrounds to become engaged in their neighbourhoods and communities and to support those organisations that are bringing about real change to the lives of the people who live in those communities. Grants are under £1,000 (most grants will be in the region of £200-£600). For more information, go to: http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/
The Ernest Cook Trust – Small Grants 
The Ernest Cook Trust gives grants to registered charities, state schools and not-for-profit organisations to encourage young people’s interest in the countryside and the environment, the arts and to improve literacy and numeracy. 


For land-based projects in schools (i.e. tree planting, fruit and vegetable gardening, possibly including composting) there should be an emphasis on pupils being actively involved and 'learning by doing'. 


The Trust also particularly likes schemes that encourage the continuation of rural crafts and skills. Applicants are asked to send a covering letter (no application forms are involved) describing their scheme. Most grant awards are between £1,000 - £1,500. For more details see www.ernestcooktrust.org.uk
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Tip: If you have problems using hyperlinks to any websites in this newsletter,

simply 'copy' CtrlC and 'paste' CtrlV the relevant web address

into your internet browser address bar.

Please pass it on!

Please forward this e-bulletin to colleagues and friends who you think might appreciate it within your community.

About GMTF

The Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum is a membership organisation of the county's rural towns, all working hard to breathe new life into their communities.

UNSUBSCRIBE?

If you do not wish to receive further e-bulletins from GMTF,

please reply to this e-mail with the word UNSUBSCRIBE in the Subject box

