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Our database

We have been updating the GMTF database to take into account changes at the Spring elections, to add new MPs, district and county councillors who represent our member towns. If you have received this e-bulletin for the first time as a result of the update, and you do not wish to be kept informed in future, please reply to the message with the word "Unsubscribe" in the subject line.
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Quick reminder: Coleford to show off new community enterprise centre at Networking event, July 29
A brand new, state-of-the-art community facility is the venue for the Forum’s next networking meeting. Delegates from across Gloucestershire will get the chance to look over The Main Place community enterprise centre in Coleford, Forest of Dean.

The building, which opened earlier this year, also includes the town’s public library, a youth section, a unit catering for special needs, solar panels to supply some of the power and flexible accommodation to facilitate varying numbers of hirers.

The theme for the meeting on July 29 is “Sustainability”, and there will be general discussion about recent initiatives. The Forum is also hoping to receive reports from projects that have been allowed Development Fund grants over the past year or so and to get the latest news on the new web site.

All are welcome to this networking event which is always a useful opportunity to learn from other market towns across Gloucestershire.

Date: Thursday July 29 1010

Time: Start: 5.30pm, finish: 8.30pm

Place: The Main Place, Coleford, Forest of Dean GL16 8RH. Visit www.main-place.org.uk for a map.

Contact: Martin Harwood martinharwood560@btinternet.com for more information
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GMTF 'Look and Learn' Visit to Faringdon

Fifteen representatives of ten of our member towns popped over the Oxfordshire border to visit Friar’s Court, Clanfield on June 17 to learn how the Faringdon Project set up their Ecoweek, the project that received the overall National Award from Action for Market Towns at last Autumn’s Conference.


The long journey and the five and a half hours spent at the farm of John Willmer and his son Charles was worth all the effort. If ever there is a man to inspire people, John will celebrate his 90th birthday in August. A sprightly gentleman, he has taken on board all ideas of alternative energy with relish and has proved to Defra (from the days of MAFF) that nothing is impossible. 
A longer report will be published on our new website due to be launched in July.
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Playing Field and Playground of the Year Competition 2010 

Closing date for entries - Tuesday 7th September 2010

The Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association has launched its 2010 competition with the following two categories:

Playing Field of the Year

A public playing field where organised team sports such as cricket, football etc are played.

Playground of the Year

An area consisting of play equipment and/or informal sports whether on or off a playing field.

If a playing field also has a playground then the playground will be judged  in the Playground of the Year and the formal sports part will be judged in the Playing Field of the Year. The  prize money this year will be £150 for the winner in each category and £75 for the Runner Up in each category. In addition entries will also receive a copy of the judge's report and comments which have been most useful for entrants in previous years. Entry fee - £5.00. For more information: Contact Graham Ross, Secretary, Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association 01452 530931 or glospfa@blueyonder.co.uk 
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New Cinderford Regeneration Board newsletter launched
The Cinderford Regeneration Board has launched its new newsletter Priority: Cinderford which will keep everyone informed of progress being made to regenerate and revitalise Cinderford and its surrounding area.

Topics covered in the first issue include exciting plans for a new affordable housing development, a new 20 mph speed limit for Cinderford town centre and what the Board is doing in conjunction with local businesses to address skill gaps.
 
The quarterly newsletter also introduces a new way of updating local people on the Board's progress. '4 For Cinderford' uses symbols to outline the town's four priority investment areas of: 
- The Northern United Site
- Steam Mills Housing Site
- Valley Road Housing Site
- Town Centre Improvements

Richard Morgan, the Board's recently appointed Cinderford Regeneration Officer said: "We wanted to find a way of giving local people the news they need at a glance. There are multiple regeneration projects happening but we recognise the priority sites are of key importance to the community. 4 For Cinderford will help people track activity on these sites, as we report on them in the newsletter and through our website at www.fdean.gov.uk/go/regeneration" For more information:  call Richard Morgan on 01594 812642 or download the newsletter here:
http://www.fdean.gov.uk/media/Assets/Cinderford-Regeneration/documents/newsletters/Issue_1-June_2010.pdf
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Transition Newent: Summer & autumn programme
TUES 27th  JULY: OTESHA VISITS TRANSITION NEWENT (see www.otesha.org.uk
The Otesha Project UK is a youth-led organisation that's mobilising our generation to create social and environmental change through our everyday lives. The UK's first cycle tours hit the road in 2008 and since then teams of volunteers have spent their summers as part of mobile communities cycling all over the place, stopping at schools, youth clubs, festivals and communities along the way to give inspiring, thought-provoking presentations about how our everyday choices can and do impact the world.”
If you would like to get involved in the organisation and promotion of the Otesha event, please contact Ann on ann@kenandannallen.co.uk or Kate on katie.evans88@googlemail.com
FRI 3rd  SEPTEMBER: VISIT TO CHAMPION OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE'S FOOD & FARMING HERITAGE (6pm) Organised by TN Food Group to visit Charles Martell at his Dymock farm. NUMBERS ARE LIMITED (Organiser:  Beverley Kinnaird 01531 634788 - call to reserve a place)
SAT 11th SEPTEMBER: NEWENT ONION FAYRE (all day) including a Transition Newent presence. 

SUN 3rd  OCTOBER: VISIT TO FOOD EDUCATION at Over Farm, Over (10-12noon). Organised by TN Food Group with Mo Braham, Education Manager. tel: 01531-820808, mobile: 07970 619850  mo.braham@btinternet.com) 
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Green Travel Week
Local environmental charity Vision 21 supported Green Transport Week, which has just finished. The aim of Green Transport Week was to raise awareness of the impact that travel has on the environment, to make people think about the way they travel on every journey, and to send a message to the government that the people of Britain care about green issues.

For quick and easy information on public transport routes try www.traveline.org.uk or call 0800 2002233.  Also you can contact Vision 21 for more details on sustainable transport and to find whether your area has a cycle map call 01242 224321 or visit www.vision21.org.uk 
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Are you responsible for a playground and/or skateboard park? Training July 1st
The Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association has arranged an early evening training event on Thursday July 1 from 6pm at Churchdown aimed at improving the knowledge, expertise and confidence of volunteer playground managers/clerks to parish councils or local councillors. 

The Seminar will start at 6.00pm and finish at around 9.00pm and will include a 'walk and talk' around a playground and a skateboard park, looking at equipment and surfacing before going inside to look at legislation, standards, risk management, health and safety and DDA. 

The seminar will be led by a qualified playground inspector from RoSPA and no experience of playground management/inspections is needed. Everyone attending will receive a folder providing advice and information on the topics covered. To find out more, and book your place, download the booking form from here: http://www.gloshub.org.uk/docs/sg_cypbulletin/2010%20Seminar%20Churchdown.pdf
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Tip: If you have problems using hyperlinks to any websites in this newsletter,
simply 'copy' CtrlC and 'paste' CtrlV the relevant web address 
into your internet browser address bar.
Please pass it on!
Please forward this e-bulletin to colleagues and friends who you think might appreciate it within your community.
About GMTF
The Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum is a membership organisation of the county's rural towns, all working hard to breathe new life into their communities.
UNSUBSCRIBE?
If you do not wish to receive further e-bulletins from GMTF,
please reply to this e-mail with the word UNSUBSCRIBE in the Subject box
