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Neighbourhood Planning

You are invited to a FREE workshop on the role of the planning system at parish or neighbourhood level, why it is important, and how to choose the best form of community plan for your area. 

The workshops are part of a national initiative entitled Supporting Communities and Neighbourhoods in Planning.  They are being run locally by the Gloucestershire Association of Parish and Town Councils (GAPTC) and the Gloucestershire Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE).

Tues 7 Feb Westwood Centre, Northleach 6.15pm - 9.00pm
Wed 15 Feb Westbury on Severn Village Hall 6.15pm - 9.00pm
Thurs 23 Feb Bishops Cleeve Community Centre 6.30pm - 9.00pm
· To book your place, contact training@gaptc.org.uk
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Be a friend in Tetbury, Lechlade or Fairford 

The ‘People for You’ project offers a FREE regular volunteer befriending service to isolated older people living in the Tetbury, Lechlade and Fairford. 
The aim of the project – organised by GRCC - is to reduce isolation in the community and involves a volunteer visitor calling regularly on an identified older person needing friendship and a listening ear. Research shows this has a positive impact on their state of mind, sense of wellbeing and community belonging. 
Due to the increasing demand for this service, GRCC is looking for more befrienders.

· Sue Black 07507 641815 or Barbara Piranty 01452 528491, email barbarap@grcc.org.uk
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Help save lives

St John Ambulance in Gloucestershire is campaigning to stop people dying unnecessarily. 

They say up to 150,000 people die each year in situations where first aid may have made the difference and their surveys show two out of three people wouldn’t know what to do in a first aid emergency.


St John Ambulance teaches people first aid so they’re equipped to be the difference between lives lost and lives saved. 


Jim Jones from Gloucestershire St John Ambulance says: “With scheduled courses across Gloucestershire from as little as £30 per person, and the ability to deliver training to groups, on a date, time and location to meet their needs, we can provide a flexible approach, to ensure that no-one within your community, suffers from the lack of trained first aiders.”

There are five common causes of needless death where first aid can make a dramatic difference. These are: choking (treated by back blows), heart not beating (Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation), severe bleeding (pressure/raise), heart attack (fast recognition and treatment – a seated position/aspirin) and blocked airway (recovery position)

· Jim Jones 01452 858227  jim.jones@glos.sja.org.uk or visit www.sja.org.uk/sja/training-courses.aspx
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Business Club’s 5th Year for Awards

Over 100 business people attended the 5th annual Fairford & Lechlade Business Club Awards Ceremony and Dinner where the following awards were announced:

Most Outstanding Business Student (selected from five Year 11 Business Studies students from Farmor’s School): Andy Butler, who impressed the judges with his initiative in looking for ways to improve the marketing and promotion of a small accountancy firm in Swindon.

Most Innovative Business of the Year The Trout Inn, Lechlade where landlord Bob Warren had shown particular innovation by diversifying to attract new customers and keep them coming back. 

New Business of the Year award The Deli in Fairford. Success had been achieved by good pricing and product sourcing, offering tastings and providing local people with a real alternative for deli products.

Business Person of the Year Louise Jenkins of Filkins Nursery who had expanded her business despite various setbacks such as flooding, which meant having to close the Nursery and start again!

Business of the Year Mitchell & Sarjent, Fairford. Partners Barbara Ellen-Mitchell and Rebecca Sarjent have built up their accountancy business from nothing and now had a wide range of clients from small to large businesses, high net worth individuals and overseas clients. 

The Howard Dowler Award presented by Tim Small, Chair of Fairford & Lechlade Business Club to the person or business that has made an outstanding contribution to the community: Richard Truscott of Lechlade Garden Centre who has totally involved himself and the Garden Centre in the local community supporting schools, local organisations and events.
The next Fairford & Lechlade Business Club events will be the Food & Drink Festivals, now in their third year.  The Lechlade event will be on Sunday 6 May and the Fairford event will be on Sunday 3 June.  This exciting initiative not only promotes joint working between these two Cotswold Market Towns, but also celebrates and highlights the variety and quality of local produce.

· Fairford & Lechlade Business Club www.flbc.org.uk  or admin@flbc.org.uk
· Food and Drink Festivals: www.fairfordlechladefoodanddrink.co.uk 
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Free information event for older people in Moreton-in-Marsh
· What does a perfect plate of food look like?
· How do you know you are getting your ‘5 a day’?
· Want tips and ideas on getting the most from the food you eat?
· Talks and information stands by local experts
Wednesday 22nd February 2012, Moreton Area Centre, High Street
Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 0AZ 10.30am-12.30pm. Free refreshments
· Holly Mills or Barbara Piranty 01452 528491. Help with transport may be available  
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Do you hold a regular market in your community building? Interested in starting one?
There are successful markets running from community buildings in villages and towns throughout Gloucestershire. They provide a local service and a meeting place as well as supporting local businesses. Markets can also attract tourists to your village or town.

The GRCC Accelerator Project is organising a free event on Saturday March 3rd to provide information and inspiration for current and aspiring village/town market organisers. This visit will allow you to see a market in action, talk to communities who have successfully set up markets in their village or town buildings and find out hints and tips about setting up or improving your market.

· Helen Richards helenr@grcc.org.uk 01452 528491
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County Council boosts rural broadband project to the tune of £7.5m 

Gloucestershire County Council has announced a £7.5million boost to a scheme to bring high-speed broadband to the county.

The proposal will now be put to a meeting of full Council on 22nd February 2012. 

Gloucestershire and Herefordshire are partners in the Borders Broadband project - part of a government pilot to improve broadband speeds in the country's most rural areas. 

County Council Leader Mark Hawthorne said: "High-speed broadband will make a huge difference to our rural communities, opening up opportunities for business, creating jobs and providing a lifeline to many residents. The £7.5m we invest now is match-funding the Government's contribution and will also help attract significant private sector investment." 

Borders Broadband is managed by a partnership of Gloucestershire County Council, Gloucestershire's Local Enterprise Partnership GFirst, Herefordshire Council and government agency Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK).

The project will enable county-wide coverage of 2Mbps (megabits per second) broadband by 2015 and as close to 100% coverage of 30Mbps as possible by 2018. Many of Gloucestershire's rural businesses rely heavily on good broadband speeds. 

Gillian Kenny Associates Ltd in Newnham, specialises in medical market research and employs 30 people, relying heavily on video streaming. But the business is being held back by Newnham's slow and unreliable internet service, despite paying for an improved business broadband service. 

MD Chris Kenny said: "Our connection is just about adequate but if we wanted to do more video streaming, we wouldn't be able to. I welcome the drive for high-speed broadband in rural areas, it's going to be the difference between us staying here, or having to relocate."

"It's a tough market place out there, and in order to compete we have to have the same access to fast broadband as people in London or Birmingham."

The Borders Broadband project was awarded £14.4 million for Gloucestershire and Herefordshire, making this one of the first parts of the UK to share £530 million Government cash for rural high-speed broadband. 

The infrastructure offering access to improved internet services will be introduced initially in the Forest of Dean and south Herefordshire and will then be extended to rural communities in both counties. 

The broadband provider has not yet been selected and procurement is underway. It is hoped that a provider will be confirmed no later than May 2012, with work expected to begin on the ground in the autumn. 

· www.gfirst.co.uk/broadband 
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Tip: If you have problems using hyperlinks to any websites in this newsletter, simply 'copy' CtrlC and 'paste' CtrlV the relevant web address into your internet browser address bar.
Please pass it on!
Please forward this e-bulletin to colleagues and friends who you think might appreciate it within your community.
About GMTF www.glosmtf.org.uk 
The Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum is a membership organisation of the county’s rural towns and large parishes, all working hard to breathe new life into their communities.
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