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Learn from other county towns at the next Forum event
Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum's next networking event will be hosted by Tewkesbury Town Council on September 29th. These events generate a wealth of useful information and contacts when member towns share their experiences about a range of community projects. 

The topic for this meeting will be keeping town centres vibrant with people attending invited to share ideas on how to promote towns at a time of recession. 

In addition, there will be brief guided tours of three of Tewkesbury's own successful projects. The Forum's Annual General Meeting will form part of the evening – a very brief part!
· Full Agenda, map and directions on our website www.glosmtf.org.uk 

· RSVP martinharwood560@btinternet.com
Back to top
Call for local volunteers to champion rural broadband

Gloucestershire’s rural communities are being asked to step up and join the drive to bring better broadband to the county. 


An area covering large parts of the Forest of Dean and South Herefordshire was among the first in the UK to receive Government funding last Autumn, to bring improved broadband to remote rural areas.  


Companies are already involved in a complex tendering process to provide broadband infrastructure, seeking the best delivery in the shortest timescale and for the best value. A contract is expected to be awarded in May 2012. 


Improved broadband services will be introduced initially in the Forest of Dean and south Herefordshire, and will then be extended throughout the two counties. 


The Borders Broadband project is being managed by a partnership of the Gloucestershire Local Enterprise Partnership GFirst, Gloucestershire County Council, Herefordshire Council and Government agency Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK).     


Next month (September) the project team working with Gloucestershire Rural Community Council will meet parish and market town councils throughout the county. 


Local Broadband Champion volunteers will be recruited to work within their local communities, spreading the word about the project’s progress, and highlighting the benefits of high-speed broadband. 


And they will be instrumental in carrying out a major survey among residents and businesses to provide detailed evidence demonstrating demand for better broadband services. 

David Owen, Chief Executive of GFirst, the project’s managing partner, said: “We are now entering a very exciting phase, one where our rural communities can really begin to play a vital role in the arrival of faster, better broadband services in Gloucestershire. 


“We need to prove that rural communities and businesses need and want high-speed broadband so we can persuade commercial companies to invest in the necessary infrastructure.


“High-speed broadband will open up massive new opportunities for our rural economy, helping firms become more productive and efficient, making the county increasingly attractive to new employers and providing improved services for communities.” 

· If you would like to volunteer as a Local Broadband Champion, contact Chris Cowcher at Gloucestershire Rural Community Council, christopherc@grcc.org.uk or get in touch with your local parish or town council clerk. 
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Save our high streets – call to action by Civic Voice deadline August 28th 
Civic Voice says: "With 41% of our towns already classified as “clone towns” and another 23% on the brink we all know our high streets are struggling in the face of economic decline, out-of-town development and the growth of chain stores.


"Civic societies are campaigning for their future across England and the importance of high streets has been recognised by the Government which has asked Mary Portas to lead a review.


"This is our opportunity to make a real impact and give high streets the support and protection they need. We need your thoughts on the following questions which are being raised."
1. What do you think are the problems with the high street?
2. What do you think should be done to solve them?
3. How might these solutions work in practice?
4. Who should be involved in taking your solutions forward?
5. Do you see your group having a role?

Please send your responses to info@civicvoice.org.uk by 28 August at the latest to meet the Government’s deadline. You can also respond to the online poll at http://www.civicvoice.org.uk. Civic Voice is also calling for examples of any campaigns you are running to benefit your high street and suggests the following links for useful ideas and background:

· Mary Portas High Street Review  http://www.bis.gov.uk/highstreet
· New Economics Foundation: Re-imagining the high street – escape from clone town Britain http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/reimagining-the-high-street
· Res Publica: The right to retail – can localism save Britain’s small retailers? http://respublica.org.uk/item/The-Right-to-Retail-idmi-mesh-wkeb-gcuq-vecw-tvqh
· Labour Party campaign to save our high streets http://www.labour.org.uk/labour-launches-campaign-to-save-our-high-streets
· The 21st century agora: a new and better vision for town centres http://www.artistsandmakers.com/images/C21agora.pdf
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Gloucestershire Care Services Locality Stakeholder Meetings

The provider arm of the PCT (NHS Gloucestershire) will be transferring to a social enterprise organisation called Gloucestershire Care Services. 

This Community Interest Company will be going ‘live’ on 1st October 2011 and will be open to influence by its staff and the communities it serves. A number of stakeholder meetings will be held around Gloucestershire in September intended to give residents an opportunity to be updated on progress and to pass on your, and your community's, views to help influence its development.
Tuesday 13th September 14:00-16:00:       
Springbank Community Resource Centre, Springbank Way, Cheltenham, GL51 0LG

Tuesday 13th September 18:00-20:00:            
Merchant Meeting Rooms, Llanthony Warehouse, The Docks, Gloucester, GL1 2EH

Thursday 15th September 14:00-16:00:         
Old Council Offices, High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL52 0AZ

Saturday 17th September 14:00-16:00:           
The Main Place, Old Station Way, Coleford, GL16 8RH

Tuesday 20th September 18:00-20:00:           
Stroud College, Stratford Road, Stroud, GL5 4AH

Thursday 22nd September 14:00-16:00:          
Green Room, Chesterton Holt Opportunity Centre, Cirencester, GL7 1YA

Tuesday 27th September 14:00-16:00:          
Holy Trinity Church, Tewkesbury Office 10 Oldbury Road, Tewkesbury, GL20 5NA

· A booking form, available from Marit Dykes, Patient & Public Involvement Manager, Gloucestershire Care Services 08456 598371 or marit.dykes@glos.nhs.uk needs to be completed by Monday 5th September.
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Grant Fund tackling long term sustainability of voluntary and community groups

Information about the projects which have been awarded funding in the first round of the Performance Reward Grant (PRG) fund is now available on the Gloshub website. The list can be found at http://bit.ly/qs9oSM .

· For more information about the PRG fund, please contact Roisin Harte, Administrator for the Performance Reward Grant Fund, on 01452 336273 or email RoisinH@gavca.org.uk .
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Impact of Cuts on Gloucestershire Voluntary and Community Sector
GAVCA has launched a survey to gather information about the impact of funding reductions on the work of the voluntary and community sector in Gloucestershire.


The survey is available on Survey Monkey at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TZN8FDL until the end of November 2011. An analysis of the results will be published early in 2012. Any organisation which completes the survey and leaves a contact name and email address can choose to be entered into a draw for a prize of £200. Full terms and conditions are shown at the end of the survey.

· If you have any queries about the survey, please contact GAVCA’s Information Officer, Honey Lucas, by emailing honeyl@gavca.org.uk 
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Gloucestershire County Council Funding Bulletin

With thanks to Gloshub for the 'heads up'!

The Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) funding bulletin http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/externalfunding has just been updated. Headlines include:

· Leeds building Society Foundation (page 12): Generally, the Foundation will consider applications for community based projects which aim to provide relief of suffering, hardship or poverty, or their direct consequences.

· Local Nature Partnership (page 22): Funding to support the creation of self sustaining local nature partnerships around England.

· Michael Tippett Musical Foundation (page 42): The Foundation supports the development of group music making, especially involving young people in projects incorporating composition and creative ideas.

· Woodward Children Summer Playschemes (page 52): Funding to support summer playschemes for children between the ages of five and 16 from disadvantaged backgrounds.

· Social Enterprise Investment Fund (page 65): The Social Enterprise Investment Fund (SEIF) aims to support social enterprises deliver innovative health and social care services and products as well as to invest to help social enterprises to become sustainable in the longer term.

· Sport for Change (page 67): The aim of this programme is to understand more about how sport can play a part in delivering positive change within the lives of individuals and communities. 

· Comic Relief Older People (page 78): This programme aims to support older people so they can bring positive change to their communities.

· Village SOS Fund (page 88): This programme aims to support inspiring business ideas that will bring people together in villages across the UK and support activities and enterprises that will tackle the challenges they face.

· Comic Relief UK Grant programme (page 93): Comic Relief’s UK Grant Programme aims to bring about positive and lasting change in the lives of poor and disadvantaged people in the UK by investing in work that address people’s immediate needs, as well as tackling the root causes of poverty and injustice.
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Cotswold chef launches catering apprenticeships

Rob Rees, known as The Cotswold Chef, is joining forces with Stroud College to launch a catering apprenticeship. 


According to Stroud College, apprentices will spend time at The Cotswold Chef Food Centre in Cirencester, where they will develop techniques, increase knowledge and gain experience. 


The college said that a significant part of the apprenticeship programme would then be assessed in the workplace by assessors from Stroud College. Rees said: "My team are committed to making sure we deliver the best, most relevant and up to date experiences for chefs of tomorrow. This industry can take you around the world providing you with a job for life. We look forward to helping apprentices to develop their passion and skills in partnership with Stroud College and Gloucestershire's great local industry." Trudy Hillier, Stroud College’s apprenticeship development officer, added: "It’s a fantastic opportunity for chefs at the start of their career to work with an established, high-profile chef at the top of his profession."
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Tip: If you have problems using hyperlinks to any websites in this newsletter, simply 'copy' CtrlC and 'paste' CtrlV the relevant web address 
into your internet browser address bar.
Please pass it on!
Please forward this e-bulletin to colleagues and friends who you think might appreciate it within your community.
About GMTF
www.glosmtf.org.uk 
The Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum is a membership organisation of the county's rural towns and large parishes, all working hard to breathe new life into their communities.
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